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In Praise of Lights and Shadows Western Paintings of Sumitomo Collection
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The nineteenth-century impressionist and European academic
paintings collected by the fifteenth head of the Sumitomo
family, Shunsui, represent the first Western painting collection in
Japan. Here, they are displayed together with famous works of
modern Japanese Western-style painting, which developed out
of their influence. The origins and attributes of this contrasting
collection of works from impressionism and classicism painting
in Europe, as well as new and old schools of Western-style
painting in Japan, are introduced with the theme of “light and
shadow.”
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Lyrical and Narrative Paintings : The Elegant World of Yamato-e
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This exhibition features Japanese paintings from the museum'’s
collection with literary motifs. From stories and legends to
religious texts and moral precepts, literature retold and read
since ancient times was deeply tied to painting. The exhibition
introduces the exquisite world of narrative and lyrical paintings,
which developed in distinctively Japanese formats such as
picture scrolls, folding screens, and folding fans, through works
from the Sumitomo Collection.
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This is the sequel to “Sen-Oku Biennale 2021: Re-sonation,”
which met with great success in 2021, Eleven artists at the
forefront of contemporary metal casting reveal new works
inspired by ancient Chinese bronze vessels in the collection of
SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM. Past works by the artists
showcasing their worlds will also be on display. This is a special
experience of fascination between the mysterious appeal of
ancient bronze vessels and the imaginations of contemporary
artists.
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The Beauty of Mountings : A Painting Mounter’s Story (tentative title)
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As a calligraphy and painting format unique to East Asia, mountings
such as hanging scrolls, handscrolls, and folding screens bring
together various knowledge and aesthetics, from their conservation
to their decoration and presentation. This exhibition shines a
spotlight on mountings, which ordinarily play a supporting role and
do not receive much attention. As an example of the activities of
painting mounters, who served as interior coordinators, fellow
hobbyists, and brokers for artists in addition to preparing, it also
traces the interactions between the fifteenth head of the Sumitomo
family, Shunsui, and the painting mounter IGUCHI Sonsen.
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SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM

BRESZEM 2023 EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE
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Sumitomo collection is well represented by ancient Chinese
bronzes, which were cast with superb technology of ancient
dynasties of Yin and Zhou, symbolise the spirit and history of
Chinese civilisation. This exhibition consists of four themed

of ritual vessels. This year, the 3rd room focuses on animal
motifs on the surface of bronze vessels, exploring and decoding
the thoughts and beliefs of ancient Chinese people.
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